
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Amazing addition. 
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10 This is for real 
mathemagicians. 
 
Ask your mum, dad or 
other poor victim to 
draw round a 5 X 5 
square of numbers, 
anywhere on a 
number square. 
 
Straight away tell 
them what the total of 
all the numbers in the 
square is.  
Amazing! But you 
need to be brilliant at 
halving to do it! 
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The secret is to take the middle number of the square chosen 
and multiply by 25 in your head. 
How do you multiply by 25? Easy - multiply by 100 (by moving 
each number two places to the left and placing zero in the units 
and tens). 
Then half the answer and halve it again. Done! Eg take the 
square shown.  34 is the middle number. Multiply by 100 gives 
3 400.  Halve it gives 1 700. Half again gives 850. 
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